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racter.' If by this be meant that the whole formed
character must first be there, as a constituted spiritual
organ, before the conscientious feeling presents itself as the
mode of its action, then undoubtedly it is not easy to see
how this expression of the whole could put on the appear-
ance of a differentiated part But if we may understand
that ' the conscientious feeling is a function of the character'
for the time being^ so as to be its expression all through, in
its first beginning and during all its growth, and to measure
by its range the breadth and compass which the character
has attained, this is an office which may just as well be
performed by a feeling strictly new and sui generis as by one
familiar and derivative. If it is but a twin birth with the
character, so that they date together, and is its constant
and proportionate concomitant, either can be expressed m
terms of the other, and there can never be the whole of
one with a part of the other. This is exactly what is pro-
vided for by our moral psychology. The first moment of
moral consciousness is in the conflict of two rival springs of
action, which, taken one by one, had never given any idea
of right: the first phenomenon of character is the choice
between them; both are original, m relation to their ante-
cedents : both are elementary in relation to their future;
and every increment which experience adds to the one is
necessarily an enlargement of the other. The only doubt
is, in what terms to express most precisely their relation
to each other; whether to regard them as identical, one
fact described by two phrases ; or, if they are distinguished,
to which should be assigned the priority of place. Since
the character is undeclared till the will has taken its line,
and since this line is selected as either more right or more
pleasant, it would seem most proper to place the moral
feeling first, and reckon it among the conditions of volition;
so that the relation would be one, not of identity, but of
succession; and in that Succession, the moral feeling
would be the condition, and the character the consequent.
On this ground exception might be taken to Mr. Stephen's